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The following cases, one of splenic anemia, the other of portal thrombosis simulating it in its clinical features, illustrate some points in the diagnosis of the disease, while the former is also of interest from the successful result of splenectomy.
Mrs. D., aged 37, was admitted to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary on 7th January, 1914 , having previously been under the care of Dr. J. C. Middleton in the Outdoor Department. She complained of debility, loss of appetite, attacks of bronchitis, breathlessness on slight exertion, and of a" lump"or swelling in her left side, while for a few days before admission she had had pain in the lumbar region and difficulty in micturition. She had been healthy until, at the age of 25, she suffered from rheumatic fever; and since then she had "never felt the same," having suffered from debility and from frequent attacks of bronchitis. During the last three years she has had several attacks of diarrhoea, and the swelling in her side was first noticed about three years ago. Within this time she has become pale, and in the past year she has twice had attacks of lumbar pain with difficult micturition. Her food has always been sufficient, and her lodging adequate.
She has been ten times pregnant. Four of the pregnancies resulted in still-births, and of the six children born living only three survive. Her family history revealed nothing of importance.
On admission she was found to be thin and pale, with a distinct yellow tinge in the skin. The sclerotics, however, were bluish and free from icterus. There was no pain, and she lay comfortably in any position. Since then her general condition has steadily improved. She has been able to resume housework,has become less breathless on exertion and of better colour, and, though her bronchitis has to some extent persisted, and she has had an occasional attack of colicky pain, the amelioration of her condition has been very striking. A slight degree of oedema of the ankles was present for some time after she began to go about, but when she was last seen, on 24th July, it had disappeared, and the enlargement of the liver which was present before the operation had also ceased to exist.
On April, 1914 . The paper reviews the whole subject, and gives a full bibliography.
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